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Police Brutality on African Americans in Los Angeles California 
Introduction 
The tenacious police violence against African Americans in Los Angeles brings into fore the inherent social problem pitting race against policing. There is a high correlation between racial background and the excessive force, with the majority of the victims of police brutality being racially black. The said police brutality against blacks has predisposing historical factors, with most officers exhibiting excessive force as a conduit of expressing their racial detestation. Such actions violate the professional policies, police procedures, and the code of ethics expected to shape the engagement between officers and the society.
The Marxism paradigm of conflict encapsulates better the problem of police brutality against blacks, which tends to be a social difference between two diverse racial groups. The Marxism paradigm probes the use and misuse of power in various social systems (Fink, 2010).  In this paradigm, the police officers, mostly whites, misuse the dominant power across the social system to afflict harm on black civilians who represent the secondary segment of the system. This social problem occurs within an environment of conflict and exploitation pitting the dominant against the secondary segments of the society and denotes an explicit racial disparity in the degree of force applied by the Los Angeles police.  
The significant disparity in police brutality on unarmed black Americans relative to their white counterparts in Los Angeles forms the basis of this paper. The high propensity of brute police force against African Americans gives this phenomenon Marxism social conflict dimension, rather than a legal prudence since the law guarantees equal civil liberties for all regardless of race or creed. The pertinent issue is the predisposing factors that motivate the white 
officers to unleash brute and extrajudicial force on African Americans in Los Angeles. This paper adopts the position that the police brutality against black Americans in Los Angeles is a social conflict prompted by the abhorrence from racial diversity and the inherent socioeconomic factors such as poverty and segregation. It examines and relates each of the factors to the sociological perspective of conflict under Marxism. 
Racial Discrimination and Police Brutality in Los Angeles
There are great racial disparities in the recorded cases of police brutalities and killings in Los Angeles, with most victims being of black race. This has historical connotation with the struggle for equity and recognition by the black community in the past, as many officers still vent out violence and brute force against blacks to express racial abhorrence (Bialik, 2016) . The racial profiling of African Americans by the officers resonates with the tenet under the sociological perspective of conflict which depicts the social systems as being characterized by a minority and powerful elites. In this perspective, the African Americans form a minority group in Los Angeles yet constitute the largest demographic of victims of police brutality and killings (Mather & Queally, 2016). This denotes pervasive racial inequities across the Los Angeles justice system. 
Discriminative application of law by the white officers against the black minority groups constitutes the social conflict and exploitation. The conflict arises when officers use one’s racial background as a determinant to the nature and extent of engagement, such as whether to conduct a vehicle search or take one into custody (Bialik, 2016). This conflict and exploitation based on racial discrimination extends to fatal shootings and torture of the African Americans even when the victims pose no danger to the law enforcers. In essence, the black Americans fatally shot by the police are less likely to be of direct threats to the officers involved, compared to their white civilian counterparts (Mather & Queally, 2016). The main motive behind the shooting is the inherent social conflict brought about by the diverse ethnicity. The social action of exercising power by the officers representing a dominant segment of the society threatens the peace and security of the secondary segment of the society, in this case the black Americans.
	Besides the fatal shootings, the police misconduct in Los Angeles extends to both physical and verbal assault of the profiled black suspects (Bihm, 2017). This has been abetted in apart by the Los Angeles City Council which provides the victims with compensation settlements, while preferring lesser charges against the perpetrating officers. Such actions serve to embolden and aggravate the misconduct by the dominant society members, rather than deter the abuse of power imbalance in the social system.  For instance, in 2014, Clinton Alford, an African American from Los Angeles, was physically assaulted and spat on by a white policeman who alleged him to match a robbery suspect, but the officer’s aggravated assault was reduced to a mere misdemeanor (Bihm, 2017). Such perceived injustice exacerbates the paradigm of social conflict between the black society and white officers and the exploitation between the dominant and secondary segments in the social system. The Los Angeles City Council approved monetary compensation to Alford, while the involved officer remains in the force and yet to face any criminal proceedings (Bihm, 2017). Such selective application of justice manifests the social exploitation.
	The selective affliction of police violence against the blacks in Los Angeles is a product of racial profiling manifested through the disproportionately high number casualties. According to Mather & Queally, African Americans constitute about 9% of the city’s population yet in 2015 they formed over 12% of the city’s demographic shot and killed by the police (2016). This includes both the handicapped and homeless black Americans shot by the police in the streets out of hatred and racial intolerance. The high disproportionate number of blacks killed by the police delinks the rationale of shooting from crime, confining the vice to a social conflict. Under the conflict theory posited by Karl Max, tensions occur between social groups if uneven and inequitable distribution of resources, power and status exists (Fink, 2010). Since the social status of African Americans predisposes them to inequity, racial discrimination and police violence, the problem is confined to the Marxism paradigm of conflict rather than genuine violations of the law by the victims (Kennedy, 2015). The white officers exercising the dominant power exhibit ideological aspects intrinsic to the conventional thoughts and perceptions about the blacks.
The Socioeconomic Factors Predisposing the Blacks to Police Brutality
The socioeconomic factors such as poverty, unemployment and societal segregation increase the susceptibility of African Americans to the police brutality in Los Angeles (Kennedy, 2015). The police violence is a consequence of class conflict between the dominant and secondary segments of the society. As the socio-economic conditions of the victim degrade, the police develop high propensity for abuse due to the perceived limited resources and human connection that would warrant social protection (Fink, 2010). This has impelled most average African Americans in Los Angeles to develop a class consciousness that signify their vulnerability to police exploitations (Kennedy, 2015). Implicitly, the said black Americans feel more exposed and vulnerable to abuse when interacting with the police of white race.
Poverty and unemployment limits the ability of most of the police violence victims to access the services of good attorneys, leading to weaker cases and rare convictions the perpetrating officers (Weisburd, 2001). The police have therefore become subjective in dealing with the black members of the society, choosing whom to molest or not. Without proper legal presentation, most victims fail to get adequate retribution from the Los Angeles City Council, which in turn prioritizes the interest of the culprit officers. The officers mostly get subjected to meager penalties and lesser punishments, an aspect that encourages the social conflict.
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